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June 24, 2009 — Ser-
vice members from Com-
bined Joint Task Force -
Horn of Africa (CJTF-
HOA), headquartered in
Djibouti, in conjunction
with the government of
Ethiopia and the U.S. Em-
bassy dedicated the reno-
vated Dire Dawa Secon-
dary School here on
Wednesday, June 24.
The renovation project
includes rehabilitation of
the school auditorium and
computer classrooms.
The refurbishment was
funded by CJTF-HOA and

Dedieafion

will allow for future Inter-
net and networking capa-
bility.

This project allows com-
munity members to at-
tend secondary and adult
education classes, public
forums, and other com-
munity and educational
programs in a safe and
well-built facility.

The strong partnership
between the Ethiopian
and American people and
their governments helped

Dire Pawa €econdary Cehool

make this renovation pos-
sible.

The service members of
CJTF-HOA, headquar-
tered in Djibouti, employ
an “indirect approach” to
counter extremism.
Through a strategy of
Cooperative Conflict Pre-
vention, the task force
builds security capacity,
promotes regional coop-
eration, and protects coa-
lition interests to prevail
against violent extremist
activities. ¢

President Obama ¢ Vicil o €hana Will

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Washington — Presi-
dent Obama’s July 10—
11 visit to Accra,
Ghana, will be a
“historic occasion,”
says Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Afri-
can Affairs Johnnie
Carson. He says it rec-
ognizes the progress
Ghana has made —
particularly in the area
of democratization —
which serves as an exam-

Be Hislorie

ple to the rest of Africa.

Ina June 17
interview with
America.gov,
Carson com-

for holding “a
very success-

December
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President John Atta Mills
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President Obama’s Visit to Ghana Will Be Historic....

(Continued from page 1)

coming to power. It was the fifth
successful democratic transition of
power since the end of military rule
there, but, more importantly, for all
of Africa, [it serves] as an example
of the power of
democracy. It
was the second
time that the op- m
position party :
defeated the in-
cumbent party,
which clearly sug-
gests that democ-
racy has taken
deep and strong
root in Ghana.”

»
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Additionally, Car-
son said: “Ghana
was also the first
state in sub-
Saharan Africa to
gain its independ-
ence and ... to-
day is one of the
most vibrant eco-
nomic and politi-
cally important

L

h

Carson said. “The visit,” he ex-
plained, “will, in part, acknowledge
Ghana’s success and progress, and
we hope it will be the first of a
number of visits by senior officials
from the U.S. government to Af-
rica.”

-’\_
/d

to the development of one of Af-
rica’s most important countries.”
The U.S. Millennium Challenge Cor-
poration (MCC), which administers
the Millennium Challenge Account
grants, is a U.S. government corpo-
ration designed to work with some
of the
poorest
countries
in the
world. It
was estab-
lished in
January
2004,
based on
the princi-
| ple that aid
| is most
effective
when it
reinforces
good gov-
ernance,
economic
freedom
and invest-
ments in

| people.

®| The MCC

countries in West
Africa. Ghana has

Ghanaian youngsters smile at a community gathering. A major component of the MCC's mis-
sion in Ghana is the construction of new schools.

is working
to reduce

been a strong
contributor to regional stability to
African peacekeeping missions in
West Africa as well as around the
world, and it shortly will become a
major producer of petroleum,” he
added.

Ghana is a country that has
“achieved a great deal and is set-
ting a path of progress both on the
economic and the political side,”
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Carson said that “in recognition of
Ghana’s success, both in the man-
agement of its democracy in coun-
try and the management of its
economy, it has been recipient of
one of the largest Millennium Chal-
lenge Account grants given by the
United States — an amount in ex-
cess of $500 million, which will
help to serve as a further catalyst

global pov-
erty through the promotion of sus-
tainable economic growth. It is cur-
rently active in more than 15 Afri-
can countries.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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The United States and Ghana: A Partnership of Tangible Resuits

By Charles Corey
Staff Writer

Washington — The United
States has a “partnership of
tangible results” with Ghana
— a nation that is already
well under way in its prepara-
tions to welcome President
Obama July 10-11 — says
Aaron H. Sherinian, a senior
official with the U.S. Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation
(MCC).

In a June 22 interview with
America.gov, Sherinian, who
just returned from Ghana,
said signs already can be
spotted throughout the coun-
try saying “President Barack
Obama Welcome Home,"” or
“You Are Welcome in

Ghana.” African cloth printed
with Obama’s image and

sporting a welcome greeting
in the local languages is also

A Ghanaian cabbage farmer stands proudly in front of his crop. Agricultural development
represents both one of the greatest accomplishments and a remaining challenge for the MCC
in this key partner country.

available in local markets, he said.

The MCC is an independent U.S.
foreign aid agency, established in
2004. It forms partnerships with
some of the world’s poorest coun-
tries, but only those committed to
good governance, economic free-
dom and investment in their citi-
zens.

One of the key means of partner-
ship between the United States and
Ghana, Sherinian said, is the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation’s five-
year, $547 million “compact,”
which has as its sole purpose the
improvement of people’s lives in
Ghana.

Sherinian, who is MCC’s managing

director of public affairs, said the
goal of the MCC is to establish a
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partnership between the people of
the United States and the people of
Ghana to fight poverty. He calls the
MCC’s compact with Ghana a
“smart development program” be-
cause it was designed and gener-
ated by the Ghanaian people. “We
went to them. We went to the Gha-
naian people and said, ‘What is it
that you need to help your people
lift themselves out of poverty?’”

The compact touches people’s lives
in the three key areas of agriculture,
transportation and rural develop-
ment. First, it provides farmers with
much needed training, title to their
land, irrigation development, im-
proved post-harvest handling of
products and credit services, he
explained. Helping farmers secure
title to their land is important, he

said, because with a title in hand,
farmers can go to a bank and bor-
row money, using their land as col-
lateral, to improve their farming op-
erations.

In transportation, funds are being
used to turn a major unimproved
road into a modern highway in
Ghana so it can become a major
artery for moving people and goods
from the capital to a port city. The
improvement of that road is going
to change people’s lives, he said. “I
talked to so many people and they
said it is a dream come true, that
since the 1960s and 1970s, they
have needed this improved road ...
that will connect the farmers to the
capital, to the port. That helps them

(Continued on page 4)
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The United States and Ghana: A Partnership of Tangible Results . ...

(Continued from page 3)

get their products out. It helps in
terms of food security. It helps in
terms of improving trade. It is really
having a great effect that is going
to spill over into all core parts of
the economy.” Additionally, com-
pact funds also will be used to up-
grade ferry services on Lake Volta
and to construct trunk roads, he
said.

“People want to pay good money
for good products and excellent
products like they produce in
Ghana,” he said. But, citing pineap-
ples as an example, he said at this
point many pineapples will rot on
the back of a truck or get to the
capital and have to be sold the
same day — further depressing
prices. The MCC is not only provid-
ing agricultural expertise for the
farmer, but also building roads to
transport the crops for export. “We
are talking about real value added.
People are hungry for the sweet-
ness of what Ghana can provide.”
Speaking of the compact, Sherinian
said: “It is partnership; it is respect-
ful and really driven by the Ghana-
ians themselves. This is not the
U.S. government telling Ghana
what it needs to do. It is the U.S.
government helping provide Ghana
what it says it needs.”

A third part of the compact includes

rural development, such as con-
struction of new schools and water
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facilities and support for rural banks
and for public sector procurement
so local governments can serve the
people better. Sherinian said that
during his recent trip he visited a
school and was greeted by smiling
students who could be proud of
their modern classrooms and new
desks made by Ghanaian people.
“You could tell that this meant the
beginning of a new future for these
kids. So these schools are going to
really have a huge impact on the
people of these villages and the
people of Ghana.”

“There is a lot to look at. There is a
lot to see [that shows] we are part-
ners with that country,” he said. To
illustrate his point, Sherinian re-
called his visit with a Ghanaian
farmer named John, who through
the MCC was able to get nine
weeks of training on how to fertilize
his crops, plant them in rows and
incorporate the latest, best agricul-
tural practices. “John said flat out,
‘Look at my field. Look at what |
have right here.” He was very open
about it and very proud,” Sherinian
said. “He let me take a picture of
him in the middle of his newly
planted cabbage field.” Additionally,
Sherinian said farmers are more
confident now, having received
both agricultural and business train-
ing, so they can now go to the
banks to borrow money to expand
their operations, and, thanks to
MCC, banks have been sensitized
to the need for providing precious

capital to local farmers.

MCC is currently partnering with 11
countries in Africa and 17 countries
worldwide for programs in excess
of $6.4 billion. Each program is
uniquely designed for each country,
but Sherinian said the programs
usually share some qualities, like
farmer training, infrastructure devel-
opment, education and food secu-
rity enhancement.

“When U.S. taxpayers think about
how their money gets used and
where it is invested,” Sherinian
said, “l think Africa is a great exam-
ple of a lot of potential.” While
there is still a long way to go, he
said, “we are seeing tangible results
on the ground.”

More information about MCC

( http://www.mcc.gov/about/
index.php ) is available on its Web
site.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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World, U.S. Support Sudan Peace Efforts, U.S. Official Says

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — The international
community and the United States
support efforts by Sudan’s North
and South to complete the 2005
peace accord to ensure the peaceful
transformation of Africa’s largest
country, U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State James Steinberg says.

“We are facing some very important
milestones in the near future. They
will set the foundation, for better or
for worse, over the very future of
Sudan and for the region as a
whole,” Steinberg said at a June 23
forum for support of the Compre-
hensive Peace Agreement (CPA)
that ended a two-decade civil war.
“The stakes are enormous.”

Steinberg said that the focus now is
on efforts to make the process fair,
open, transparent and consistent
with the spirit and intent of the
peace accord.

The Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment, which is sometimes called
the Naivasha Agreement for the
place where it was signed, set a
series of agreements between the
Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment and the Sudanese govern-
ment. It was intended to end a two-
decade-old civil war between the
North and the South, help establish
a democratic government and pro-
vide for sharing oil revenues. It also
set a timetable for Southern Sudan
to hold a referendum on its inde-
pendence. The current coalition
government ends in 18 months
with the Southern referendum.
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Deputy Secretary of State James
Steinberg.

Nearly 2 million people died and
another 4 million left their homes
between 1983 and 2005 as a civil
war raged over differences of ideol-
ogy, ethnicity and religion.

“The international community and
the United States supports your
efforts to realize the promise of the
CPA. The commitments that we
made together in Naivasha, and
through our presence here today,
reflect a commitment of all of us to
see that promise is realized,”
Steinberg said.

But Steinberg said that everyone
recognizes, at the same time, that
dealing with the problems of North-
South and CPA implementation

means that all of the challenges in
Sudan are interconnected.

U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan Scott
Gration said there have been four
days of talks between the Sudanese
government and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement representa-
tives leading up to the forum. It is
the first high-level event on the
peace accord since its signing in
2005, he said.

“Although much progress has been
made in the past four and a half
years, there’s still much that re-
mains to be done,” Gration said.
“With less than 19 months to go,
our work is cut out for us, and we
have to set a foundation for Sudan
for peace, security and prosperity.”

Representatives from nearly 20 na-
tions attended the forum in Wash-
ington, which was called by Gra-
tion. President Obama appointed
Gration to help encourage world
interest in the peace arrangement
and in completing negotiations.

What foreign affairs decisions
should President Obama consider?
Comment on America.gov's blog.

( http://blogs.america.gov/
campaign/2009/01/21/day-2-what-
should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-
priorities-be/ )

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Obama Says U.S. Prepared for Any North Korean Threat

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.

Staff Writer

Washington — The United States is
prepared if North Korea launches a
long-range ballistic missile in the
direction of Hawaii near the July 4
weekend, President Obama says.

“This administration, and our mili-
tary, is fully prepared for any con-
tingencies,” Obama said in a CBS
News interview broadcast June 22.

North Korea conducted a nuclear
weapons test in May and launched
a Taepondong-2 long-range ballistic
missile in April. After the weapons
test, the U.N. Security Council June
12 voted unanimously to impose a
new set of economic, trade and
security sanctions on North Korea.
The Security Council also unani-
mously condemned the April rocket
launch.

Since then, numerous sources have
indicated that North Korea appears
set on testing another long-range
missile, an act that is prohibited by
a 2006 U.N. Security Council reso-
lution.

“l don’t want to speculate on hy-
potheticals,” the president said of
North Korea’s purported missile
threat. “But | do want to give assur-
ances to the American people that
the t's are crossed and i’'s are dot-
ted in terms of what might hap-

”

pen.

“What we're not going to do is to
reward belligerence and provocation
in the way that’s been done in the
past,” the president said.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates
said during a Pentagon press brief-
ing June 18 that he has ordered
additional precautions should North
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Korea choose to launch a long-
range missile toward Hawaii.

“So without telegraphing what we
will do, | would just say, we are, |
think we are in a good position,
should it become necessary to pro-
tect American territory,” Gates

The U.S. Navy is tracking the North
Korean cargo ship Kang Nam (shown
here in a 2006 photo), which may be
carrying fllicit weapons.

said.

North Korea’s Taepondong-2 missile
reportedly has a maximum range of
6,700 kilometers, enough to reach
Hawaii, Alaska and most of East
Asia. However, the April launch
failed soon after liftoff and plunged
into the Pacific Ocean, similar to a
2006 launch that failed on liftoff.

Noting that South Korea, Japan and
the Security Council, which in-
cludes Russia, China, the United
States, France and the United King-
dom, unanimously agreed June 12
on the additional sanctions after
concluding that North Korea has
violated international law, Obama
said, “l think the international com-
munity here has spoken.”

“One of the things that we have
been very clear about is that North
Korea has a path toward rejoining
the international community, and
we hope they take that path,”
Obama said.

Defense Under Secretary Michele
Flournoy is scheduled to meet with
Chinese defense officials in Beijing
June 23-24 for the U.S.-China De-
fense Consultative Talks. The issue
of North Korea and its missile tests
is expected to be a significant part
of the talks. Flournoy is expected to
travel on to Seoul for further talks
with South Korean officials.

China, the United States, South
Korea, Japan and Russia have been
conducting multilateral discussions
with North Korea — known as the
Six-Party Talks — to convince the
regime of Kim Jong-il to abandon its
nuclear weapons ambitions.

And the U.S. Navy is tracking the
whereabouts of the 2,000-ton
North Korean-flagged, cargo ship
Kang Nam after it left Nampo, a
port near the North Korean capital
Pyongyang on June 17. Admiral
Mike Mullen, the U.S. Joint Chiefs
of Staff chairman, said in a Penta-
gon press briefing June 18 that the
United States would enforce the
terms of the latest U.N. Security
Council resolution (1874), which is
designed to stop North Korea from
exporting nuclear weapons, weap-
ons’ materials or missiles and mis-
sile parts.

That resolution includes provisions
for interdicting ships suspected of
carrying such prohibited cargo.

The transcript of the June 18 brief-
ing with Gates and Mullen ( http://
www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/
June/20090622085357¢eaifas0.20
068.html ) is available on Amer-
ica.gov.
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U.S. Appalled and Outraged by Violence Against Iranian Protesters

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — President Obama
says Iranian government actions
against peaceful demonstrators
since the country’s June 12 presi-
dential election have been
“unjust,” and images of
silent demonstrations

and the risks being taken
by Iranian protesters
show a “timeless dig-
nity.”

Speaking in a press con-
ference at the White
House June 23, Obama
said the United States
and the international
community have been
“appalled and outraged
by the threats, the beat-
ings and imprisonments

said, people all over the world are
witnessing “the courage and the
dignity of the Iranian people,” and
“a remarkable opening within Ira-
nian society.” The suppression of
ideas never can make them go
away, Obama said, echoing his
June 4 speech to Muslims around

said.

In his remarks, the president took a

question from an Iranian citizen that

was relayed by Nico Pitney, a writer

for the Huffington Post Web site.

The questioner asked Obama under

what circumstances he would ac-
cept incumbent President

{ Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s re-

L election, which has sparked

' the demonstrations.

il Obama said the United States

| cannot definitively say what

| took place in the June 12

| election, citing the absence of

| international election observ-

| ers on the ground. However,

| he said there are “significant

g**‘ questions” that many Iranians

B have raised about the legiti-

Nl macy of the election. (See

“Iran Must Respect the Right

of the last few days.”

“| strongly condemn
these unjust actions, and

President Barack Obama gestures as he takes a question dur-
ing a news conference at the White House in Washington,
Tuesday, June 23, 2009. (AP Photo/Ron Edmonds)

of Its People to Peaceful Ex-
pression ( http://
www.america.gov/st/
peacesec-english/2009/

| join with the American people in
mourning each and every innocent
life that is lost,” he said.

The United States continues to re-
spect Iran’s sovereignty and “is not
interfering with Iran’s affairs,”
Obama said, adding that accusa-
tions to the contrary are “an obvi-
ous attempt to distract people from
what is truly taking place within
Iran’s borders.”

The Iranian people are trying to de-
bate their own future and “can
speak for themselves,” he said.
“This is not about the United States
or the West; this is about the peo-
ple of Iran, and the future that they,
and only they, will choose.”

At the same time, the president
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the world. Iran’s rulers must govern
through consent rather than coer-
cion, and the Iranian people will be
the ultimate judge of their govern-
ment’s actions, he said.

“We've seen the timeless dignity of
tens of thousands [of] Iranians
marching in silence. We’'ve seen
people of all ages risk everything to
insist that their votes are counted
and that their voices [are] heard.
Above all, we've seen courageous
women stand up to brutality and
threats, and we’ve experienced the
searing image of a woman bleeding
to death on the streets. While this
loss is raw and extraordinarily pain-
ful, we also know this: Those who
stand up for justice are always on
the right side of history,” Obama

June/20090615151700esnamfuak
0.7573053.html ).”)

“The most important thing for the
Iranian government to consider is
legitimacy in the eyes of its own
people, not in the eyes of the
United States,” he said.

But there are international norms
and principles on how to deal with
peaceful dissent, which “spans cul-
tures [and] spans borders.”

Americans have seen “powerful
images and poignant words” thanks
to Internet and cell phone technol-
ogy, and “what we’ve been seeing
in news reports violates those
norms and violates those principles”

(Continued on page 13)
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First Trial of Guantanamo Detainee Ends with Conviction

Washington -- Al-Qaida member
Salim Hamdan was sentenced to
five and a half years in prison after
a military commission found him
guilty August 6 on five of eight
charges of providing material sup-
port to terrorism. The court pro-
ceeding at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, was the
first U.S. war crimes
trial since World War Il.

White House deputy
spokesman Tony Fratto
said August 6 that
Hamdan had “received
a fair trial,” after U.S.
authorities presented
their case against him,
and that the govern-
ment “bore the burden
of proving his guilt be-
yond a reasonable
doubt.”

gust 7. Media reports indicated
that, with time already served, he
could be eligible for release in five
months, but still could remain at
Guantanamo Bay as an “enemy
combatant.”

The Defense Department statement

set of legal problems. The United
States, drawing on both domestic
and international military law, has
used the military commission proc-
ess to protect the rights of the ac-
cused and afford them fair trials.

On June 12, the U.S.
Supreme Court af-
firmed the right of
those detained at
Guantanamo to chal-
lenge their detention
in U.S. courts.

According to the De-
fense Department,
military commissions
are “constituted
courts, affording all
the necessary judicial
guarantees which are
recognized as indis-
pensable by civilized
peoples for purposes

In his statement, Fratto

White House deputy spokesman Tony Fratto

of Common Article 3

said Hamdan had been
presumed innocent until he was
found guilty and described the mili-
tary commission system as “a fair
and appropriate legal process for
prosecuting detainees alleged to
have committed crimes against the
United States or our interests,” add-
ing, “We look forward to other
cases moving forward to trial.”

According to an August 6 state-
ment by the Defense Department,
along with being cleared on three of
the eight counts of providing mate-
rial support for terrorism, Hamdan
also was found not guilty on the
charge of conspiracy to commit ter-
rorism.

Hamdan faced a maximum sentence
of life in prison, the Defense De-
partment said. However, his jury of
six U.S. military officers sentenced
him to five and a half years on Au-
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said Hamdan’s case next will be
reviewed by the military court’s
Convening Authority to evaluate the
“legal sufficiency” of the court’s
findings and to review the appropri-
ateness of the sentence.

“Hamdan will still be represented by
counsel and have the opportunity to
submit matters for consideration on
his behalf. Then his case will re-
ceive an automatic review by the
Court of Military Commission Re-
view. Thereafter, he could appeal to
the Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia and the Supreme
Court,” the Defense Department
said.

The capture of a large number of
nonuniformed combatants who
were engaged in armed hostilities
and terrorism in Afghanistan and
other countries has posed a thorny

of the Geneva Conven-
tion.”

The full text of the Defense Depart-
ment statement ( http://
www.defenselink.mil/releases/
release.aspx?releaseid=12118 ) is
available on the department’s Web
site.

For more information, the Defense
Department’s Military Commission
Web site also has the list of
charges ( http://
www.defenselink.mil/news/
May2007/Hamdan_Charges.pdf )
that were brought against Hamdan.

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:
http://www.america.gov) ¢
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New York City Festival Showcases Muslim Art and Ideas

By Ahmed Mohamed
Staff Writer

Washington — A festival in New
York City celebrating the extraordi-
nary range of artistic expression in
the Muslim world featured more
than 100 artists from as far away
as Asia, Africa and the Middle East
and as near as the New York City
borough of Brooklyn.

The festival, titled “Muslim Voices:
Arts & Ildeas,” was held June 5-14
at various locations throughout
New York City. The events were
sponsored by the Asia Society, the
Brooklyn Academy of Music and
New York University’s Center for
Dialogues.

The festival featured music, thea-
ter, films, exhibitions, talks and
other events, which ranged from
traditional calligraphy, storytelling
and Sufi devotional music to con-
temporary video installations and
Arabic hip-hop music. The popular-
ity of this festival is viewed as a
reflection of the interest that Ameri-
cans have in religious and cultural
diversity.

Festival presentations and programs
offered multiple perspectives from
Muslims from around the globe, and
took place at various locations,
such as the Austrian Cultural Forum
in New York, the Brooklyn Museum,
the Museum of Contemporary Afri-
can Diasporan Arts, the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art and the New
York Public Library.

During the festival, the Center for
Dialogues sponsored a two-day
conference entitled “Bridging the
Divide between the United States
and the Muslim World through Arts
and ldeas: possibilities and limita-
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tions.” This academic, cultural and
policy conference brought together
approximately 50 artists, producers,
religious and community leaders,
scholars and policymakers from the
Muslim world, the United States
and Europe.

Above) Singer Youssou N'Dour per-
forms during the Muslim Voices:
Arts & Ideas festival in New York.
Pictures: Reuters

Participants discussed three broad
themes: “The World of the Artist,”
which examined the place of artists
in the Muslim world and their ac-
cess to audiences and venues; “Art
and Social Commentary,” which
considered art’s power to transform
as well as to critique; and “Cultural
Exchange,” which investigated how
to harness cultural capital through
cultural exchanges and suggested
new arenas for U.S. cultural diplo-
macy toward the Muslim world.

The conference blended perform-
ance, panel presentations and group
discussions to spark conversations
about how the rich expressive arts
of Muslim cultures might reinvigo-
rate relations with the Muslim
world.

The Brooklyn Academy of Music
neighborhood was transformed into
a vibrant souk, or open-air market,
featuring food, arts and crafts from

diverse Muslim cultures. The market

also included craft demonstrations,

hands-on workshops, exhibits and
outdoor performances by local Mus-
lim artists and artisans.

The Senegalese artist and humani-
tarian Youssou N'Dour also per-
formed songs with his band that
drew on his Islamic beliefs, African
heritage and global experience. Dur-
ing the performance, 2,000 people
were on their feet, waving their
hands and moving to the music.
“The music brings them, and then
you can deliver your message,”
N’Dour said.

Both the Aissawa Ensemble and the
Al Taybah Ensemble presented their
vibrant musical traditions based on
the mystical branch of Islam, Suf-
ism. Sufi music seeks to unite lis-
teners with states of transcendence
to connect with the Divine.

The festival not only exposed new
audiences to examples of contem-
porary Muslim creative culture, but
beyond that, it also reaffirmed the
value of artistic exchange as a
means of building intercultural
bridges. The festival attracted more
than 10,000 people.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Giving to Charity Remains at High Level in United States

By Jeffrey Thomas
Staff Writer

Washington — Each year, the Giv-
ing USA Foundation publishes a
report on charitable giving re-
searched and written by the Center
on Philanthropy at Indiana Univer-
sity. Some experts expected a criti-
cal decline in giving in 2008, noting
the struggling economy. However,
while charitable giving declined 5.7
percent in 2008 after adjustment
for inflation, it remained almost as
high as a percentage of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) as the previ-
ous year (2.2 percent in 2008 ver-
sus 2.3 percent in 2007), according
to the report.

“With the United States mired in a
recession throughout 2008, there
was no doubt in anyone’s mind that
charitable giving would be down,”
said Del Martin, chair of Giving USA
Foundation. “However, what we
find remarkable is that individuals,
corporations and foundations still
provided more than $307 billion to
causes they support, despite the
economic conditions.”

These charities support a wide vari-
ety of organizations and groups
working to improve education, help
animals, protect the environment,
or provide help for the needy both
in the United States and internation-
ally. (See “American Foundations
Pledge Continued International Giv-
ing ( http://www.america.gov/st/
foraid-english/2008/

Decem-
ber/20081219145525AKllennoCcM
0.7043268.html ).”)

INCREASE IN GIVING TO RELI-
GIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, UNIVER-
SITIES
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According to the report, giving to
religious congregations and organi-
zations — about one-half of all indi-
vidual giving — actually increased
1.6 percent after adjusting for infla-
tion.

U.S. religious organizations are an
important source of development
aid and disaster relief in the devel-
oping world, providing more than
1.5 times more aid ($36.9 billion in
2007) than the U.S. government,

The Gates Foundation has provided
hundreds of millions of dollars in
grants to help African farmers grow
their way out of poverty.

according to the Hudson Institute’s
Center for Global Prosperity (CGP),
a Washington research organiza-
tion. (See “A New Assistance Land-
scape ( http://www.america.gov/st/
foraid-english/2008/
June/20080608152805xjyrreP0.25
48181.html )."”)

In Zimbabwe and Zambia, for exam-
ple, the charity Forgotten Voices
helps local communities care for
AIDS orphans, while Engineering
Ministries International provides vol-
unteer designers, engineers and ar-
chitects to work on infrastructure
projects around the world.

When it comes to international aid,
Americans long have preferred to
donate their money through the pri-
vate sector or to private charities

rather than relying on government.
The $115.9 billion provided by pri-
vate foundations, corporations, vol-
untary organizations, universities,
religious organizations and individ-
ual Americans in 2007, the most
current data available, is more than
five times the $21.8 billion of offi-
cial aid provided by the U.S. gov-
ernment, according to CGP.

Private gifts to U.S. colleges and
universities climbed in 2008 to
$31.6 billion, the highest total ever
recorded, according to a report re-
leased in March by the Council for
Aid in Education. According to the
CGP report, Americans also gave
$3.9 billion in support to students
from the developing world who
studied in the United States in the
2007-2008 academic year, a 5
percent increase over the 2006-
2007 level.

DECREASES IN SOME AREAS OF
GIVING

Giving fell to foundations and or-
ganizations that focus on educa-
tion, health, the environment, ani-
mals, the arts, culture and humani-
ties, according to the report. Indi-
vidual giving, which is always the
largest component of charitable
contributions, was an estimated
$229.28 billion, or 75 percent of
the total, in 2008. This is a de-
crease of 6.3 percent adjusted for
inflation compared with 2007 esti-
mates.

The percentage of Americans who
told the Gallup polling organization
they have donated to charity over
the past 12 months (84 percent) in
December 2008 was slightly higher
than during the stronger economy

(Continued on page 15)
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Sacrifices of Prisoners of Conscience Should Not Be in Vain

By Jane Morse

Staff Writer

Washington -- The sacrifices of
those who have been jailed in Syria
for their beliefs must not be made
in vain nor forgotten, says Ausama
Monajed, who was himself a pris-
oner of conscience.

Monajed spoke of his experiences
and those of his compatriots in Syr-
ian jails during a special panel dis-
cussion hosted July 24 by the U.S.
Mission to the United Nations in
New York.

The other panelists, who repre-
sented Belarus, Burma, Cuba, Eri-
trea and Uzbekistan, were all former
prisoners of conscience or family
members of people imprisoned for
peacefully expressing their interna-
tionally recognized human rights.
They spoke to a room packed with
more than 120 diplomats, journal-
ists and representatives of nongov-
ernmental organizations. (See
“World Community Renews Call to
Free Prisoners of Conscience

( http://www.america.gov/st/hr-
english/2008/
July/20080730104553ajesrom0.12
60187.htmlI?CP.rss =true ).”)

Although they have received very
little publicity, there are many pris-
oners of conscience in Syria, ac-
cording to Monajed.

“They are not terrorists, or extrem-
ists, or rabble-rousers or foreign
agents,” he said. “They are like you
here in this room: decent people
who believe in the same things as
you believe in -- freedom of expres-
sion, the right to elect one's gov-
ernment, a just and independent
judiciary, and equality before the
law. They are conscientious indi-
viduals fighting for their human,
political and social rights in Syria.
They want to restore pride in Syria
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and in themselves as Syrians.”

He shared the names and told the
stories of the many doctors, busi-
nessmen, poets and artists who
endure torture and detention under
what Monajed called “a sadistic
regime.”

“The United Nations,” he said, “as
representing the will of the interna-
tional community, bears a responsi-
bility to these prisoners that they
shall not be forgotten, and that the
regime which imprisons them shall
not be allowed to continue in its
repressive practices unchecked.”

The panel discussion aimed to un-
derscore the Declaration on Prison-
ers of Conscience issued in June.
That declaration, co-sponsored by
the United States and 63 U.N.
member states, calls for a global
commitment to releasing prisoners
being detained solely because of
the peaceful expression of their be-
liefs.

The declaration seeks to reinforce
commitments made by nations un-
der the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, adopted by the U.N.
General Assembly in 1948. Among
its 30 articles, the Universal Decla-
ration recognizes that all people
have the right to freedom of
thought and freedom from unlawful
detention.

FIGHTING FOR REFORM IN SYRIA

Monajed has been persecuted, in-
terrogated and detained several
times because of his activities as a
university student in Syria.

During his last detention by political
security forces in Damascus in
2004, he was interrogated and tor-
tured for a week. He was arrested
while doing interviews and taking

photos in rural and poor areas in
Syria. His goal had been to highlight
the plight of poor people in these
areas by telling their stories in re-
gional and international media.

It was only after Monajed signed an
oath promising not to be involved in
any further political or social activi-
ties that he was released.

Now Monajed refuses to be si-
lenced. Fortunate enough to have
survived his prison experience, he
said he feels it is his “duty to tell
the whole world what is happening
to those who are still in prison, and
who have chosen to make a stand
knowing full well the price that they
will have to pay.”

Today Monajed, a frequent com-
mentator on Syrian politics, serves
on the National Council of the Da-
mascus Declaration, an umbrella
group of leading Syrian opposition
parties, prominent figures, intellec-
tuals and reformers.

He is the director of public relations
for the Movement for Justice and
Development, which leads the
struggle for peaceful and democ-
ratic change in Syria and the crea-
tion of a modern state that respects
human rights and promotes eco-
nomic and social development.

“Regimes which stunt the growth
of democracy and civil society and
continue to respond to their peo-
ple's legitimate calls for change
with harsh repression should not be
welcomed but shunned,” Monajed
said.

“Prisoners of conscience should be
recognized as such by the interna-
tional community and should be
afforded support and encourage-
ment,” he said. ¢

Weekly Special Report




Scientists Say Climate Change Could Harm Health

By Yasmine Alotaibi
Staff Writer

Washington — Climate change is
happening faster than anticipated
and is starting to negatively impact
health, two scientists say.

Amanda Staudt, a climate scientist
with the National Wildlife Federa-
tion, and Dr. Paul Epstein, associate
director of the Center for Health
and the Global Environment at Har-
vard Medical School as well as a
medical doctor trained in tropical
public health, came together to dis-
cuss the situation at a Woodrow
Wilson International Center for
Scholars event, “Healthy Solutions
to Climate Change.”

Staudt said there is mounting scien-
tific evidence that “climate change
is happening faster than what we
had anticipated even a few years
ago.” According to Staudt, these
unanticipated changes are already
affecting the lives of people around
the world.

“There’s an increasing awareness
that these changes are going to be
irreversible and ... that we’re al-
ready being impacted,” she said.
“In particular, the increasing sever-
ity of weather and climate ex-
tremes, drought, floods, rainfall,
hurricanes and wildfires are all
ways that | think we’re experienc-
ing global warming in our day-to-
day life.”

CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECTING
HEALTH

As these changes in climate occur,
Epstein said, health risks will
worsen. For example, the rapidly
changing climate will help spread
infectious diseases.
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“The first signal we have in terms
of infectious disease is in the moun-
tains of Africa, Asia and Latin
America,” he said. “What we’'re
seeing is the glaciers are retreating,
plant communities are upwardly

Climate change is affecting daily life
in the form of severe weather and
droughts, a scientist says

migrating and mosquitoes ... are
circulating at higher altitudes.”

As the mosquitoes move upward,
so do the diseases they are carry-
ing. Epstein said this results in
higher rates of malaria and yellow
fever as the mosquitoes cover more
territory.

On June 16, the U.S. government
released Global Climate Change Im-
pacts in the United States, a com-
prehensive report that detailed how
climate change affects Americans.
According to the report, the same
weather conditions that lead to heat
waves also increase ground-level
ozone. Ozone decreases short-term
lung function and can cause perma-
nent cell damage in the lining of the
lungs.

The report predicts that the number
of extreme heat waves will in-
crease, resulting in more heat-
related deaths and illnesses. Be-
cause the severity of weather ex-
tremes is increasing, heavy rains

and floods are also posing a health
risk. Heavy rains often lead to
flooding, which increases the inci-
dence of water-borne diseases.
(See “U.S. Regions Experiencing
Climate Change Effects Now, Re-
port Says ( http://
www.america.gov/st/energy-
english/2009/
June/200906171431 15IcnirellepO.
6481745.html ).")

HEALTHY SOLUTIONS AND STABI-
LIZATION

Epstein said the world must focus
on healthy solutions. He said a vari-
ety of solutions must be combined
to create a portfolio of options,
with each lessening the damaging
effects of climate change. These
options range from adopting renew-
able energy, like wind and geother-
mal power, to better managing for-
est resources.

Many of these solutions offer “no
regrets” ways to stabilize global
warming, which Epstein said are
“really good and offer lots of prom-
ise.” He said these no-regrets op-
tions can safely be used immedi-
ately. Other options, such as the
use of biofuels and fossil-fuel-based
energies, require further study be-
fore implementation in order to fully
assess the potential health, ecologi-
cal and economic consequences, he
said.

RETHINKING CLIMATE CHANGE
Staudt said irreversible changes
have forced environmental conser-

vationists to rethink their strategy
in fighting climate change.

“The conservation community right

(Continued on page 13)
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U.S. Appalled and Outraged by Violence Against Iranian Protesters....

(Continued from page 7)
of the right to free speech and free
expression.

“l think it is not too late for the Ira-
nian government to recognize that
there is a peaceful path that will
lead to stability and legitimacy and
prosperity for the Iranian people.
We hope they take it,” Obama said.

The United States is waiting to see
how the situation plays out inside
Iran before deciding how to proceed
with its long-standing concerns
over Iran’s nuclear program and
support for terrorist organizations.

“There is a path available to Iran in
which their sovereignty is re-
spected, their traditions, their cul-
ture, their faith is respected, but
one in which they are part of a lar-
ger community that has responsi-
bilities and operates according to
norms and international rules that
are universal,” he said. “We don’t
know how they’re going to respond
yet, and that’s what we're waiting
to see.”

The president said the Iranian gov-
ernment’s recent actions toward its
people have not been encouraging
“in terms of the path that this re-
gime may choose to take.”

Iranian leaders need to understand
that “how they handle the dissent
within their own country generated
indigenously, internally from the
Iranian people, will help shape the
tone not only for Iran’s future but
also its relationship to other coun-
tries,” he said.

U.N. SECRETARY-GENERAL
“"DISMAYED"” BY USE OF FORCE
AGAINST CIVILIANS

A spokesman for U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon said the U.N.
leader is “dismayed” by the post-
election violence in Iran,
“particularly the use of force
against civilians,” and he urged an
“immediate stop to the arrests,
threats and use of force.”

In a statement released June 22,
Ban urged Iranian authorities to re-
spect the fundamental civil and po-

Scientists Say Climate Change Could Harm Health....

(Continued from page 12)

now is actively wrestling with how
global warming will affect their mis-
sion,” she said. “For many years,
perhaps the whole history of con-
servation, the emphasis has been
on returning our land to some pris-
tine state. That’s just not a reality
anymore. We’'re now dealing with
completely new climate conditions.
So, now we have to think in the
conservation community about how
we change everything we do to
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make sense in a changing climate.”

Staudt said she thinks that although
the situation is critical, the world
has the opportunity to move for-
ward.

“| just think this is a really historic
opportunity,” she said.
“Everything’s been coming to-
gether. We have increasing, surging
awareness of the urgency, so we
know we need to reduce global
warming pollution. At the same

litical rights of the Iranian people,
“especially the freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of assembly and free-
dom of information.”

The U.N. leader also urged the gov-
ernment and opposition to resolve
their differences peacefully through
dialogue and legal avenues. “The
Secretary-General reiterates his
hope that the democratic will of the
people of Iran will be fully re-
spected,” the statement said.

What foreign affairs decisions
should President Obama consider?
Comment on America.gov’s blog

( http://blogs.america.gov/
campaign/2009/01/21/day-2-what-
should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-
priorities-be/ ).

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢

time we have this opportunity to
repower America, advance a clean-
energy economy, and also protect
wildlife for our children’s future.
That's really why I’'m in this game
at all. | just think it’s so important
that we be taking action now to
provide a better world for our chil-
dren.”

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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Insurance Tool Helps Farmers, Nations Manage Climate Change Risk

By Cheryl Pellerin
Science Writer

Washington — Extreme weather
takes a toll on farmers everywhere.
In developed countries, farmers can
buy crop insurance to help manage
that risk. Not long ago, poor farm-
ers in developing nations, where
crop insurance is rarely available,
had no alternative but to shoulder
their own risk, in the process often
becoming mired in poverty.

Today, a relatively new tool called
index insurance may give these
farmers and other vulnerable people
around the world an affordable way
to manage the effects of a variable
and changing climate on their liveli-
hoods now and in the future.

The farmers’ resulting economic
stability may make creditors more
willing to extend credit, suddenly
allowing them to invest in new
seeds, fertilizer and equipment —
their own agricultural productivity
— and begin to climb permanently,
harvest by harvest, out of develop-
ing-world poverty traps.

“Index insurance has been really
promising in a couple dozen places
throughout the world,” Molly Hell-
muth, director of the Climate and
Society Publication Secretariat, part
of the International Research Insti-
tute (IRI) for Climate and Society,
located in New York, told Amer-
ica.gov.

MEASURNG RAINFALL

In traditional crop insurance, a
farmer pays money, called a pre-
mium, to an insurance company to
protect against a crop loss. If some-
thing happens to the crop, the
farmer files a claim and the com-
pany sends an insurance adjustor to
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the farm to assess the loss and de-
termine how much the insurance
company will pay the farmer.

Insurance cheating can be a prob-
lem — what’s known as a moral
hazard — because being paid for a
crop loss can weaken a farmer’s
incentive to produce a good crop.
This hazard and the need for insur-
ance adjusters to visit farms for
each claim tend to make insurance
premiums expensive.

Index insurance has potential to
help people like these men in Adi
Ha, Ethiopia, escape from poverty

“That’s a problem all over the
world,” Daniel Osgood, associate
research scientist in economic mod-
eling and climate at IRI, told Amer-
ica.gov.

With index insurance, a farmer pays
a very small premium to protect
against, for example, drought-
related crop loss — the most com-
mon application in developing coun-
tries so far. Rather than being
linked to a crop loss, the payout is
linked to a weather index, in this
case rainfall.

WEATHER INDEX

To determine the payout, the insur-
ance company measures rainfall
using data from rain gauges near
the farmer’s field. If the data from
the rain gauge show the rainfall

amount is below a certain stated
level, the insurance company pays
the farmers.

“We're saying, instead of giving
people insurance on their losses,
let’s give them a payout when
something happens that would
cause their crops to die,” Osgood
said. “Its advantage is, if | know
the rainfall [level] there’s no way
people can cheat to get a payout.
That makes it much simpler and
[insurance adjusters] don’t have to
go see if people’s crops have died.”

Payouts can be made quickly, sav-
ing farmers from desperately selling
their planting equipment for money
or using their plow animals for food
— actions that would affect their
ability to farm and drive them
deeper into poverty.

The new insurance tool also has
disadvantages, Osgood said. One is
that index insurance is new and it
takes time and resources to explain
to farmers how it works. Another is
called “basis risk,” when insurance
payouts do not match actual losses.

“If my farm is far from the rain
gauge and the rain gauge faces a
drought and | don’t, or if | face a
drought and the rain gauge doesn’t,
then I’'m not covered,” he said.
“There will be payouts | don’t need
because the formula won’t be per-
fect. And | have to pay for that in
my premium because the money |
get out of insurance is a pay-in on
my premium.”

CLIMATE AND SOCIETY
Hellmuth is chief editor of an up-

coming report on the topic, part of
a series on climate-related issues,

(Continued on page 15)
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of 2004, when 82 percent identified
themselves as givers.

The Giving USA report does not take
into account the value of contribu-
tions Americans make in terms of
time and labor. More than 60 million
Americans volunteer for charitable
and national service organizations.

Americans contributed an estimated
$3.5 billion worth of volunteer time
in 2007 for relief and development
assistance causes outside the United
States and for international assis-
tance organizations in the United
States, CGP estimated.

CGP also said more than 1 million
Americans travelled abroad in 2007
to volunteer, and an additional
341,000 volunteers contributed to

http:/www.america.gov/
Telling America’s story

Giving to Charity Remains at High Level in United States ...

international assistance causes in
the United States.

The complete Giving USA will be
available in early July 2009 from the
Web site of the Giving USA Founda-
tion.

The Index of Global Philanthropy and
Remittances 2009 ( http://
www.hudson.org/files/documents/
Index of Global Philanthropy and
Remittances 2009.pdf ) is available
on the Web site of the Hudson Insti-
tute.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) ¢
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called Index Insurance and Climate
Risk: Prospects for Development
and Disaster Management. The
publication will be available June
24 after its launch at the 2009
Global Humanitarian Forum in Ge-
neva.

IRI, established in 1996 as a coop-
erative agreement between the
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) and
Columbia University, will publish
the report in partnership with the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development, Oxfam America,
Swiss Re, NOAA, the U.N. Devel-
opment Programme and the World
Food Programme. (See “U.S. Insti-
tute Helps Developing Nations Put
Climate Data to Use ( http://
www.america.gov/st/env-

english/2009/
March/20090313114740Icnirellep
0.8691065.html ).”)

The series’ inaugural publication,
Climate Risk Management in Af-
rica: Learning from Practice, was a
partnership among IRI, the African
Union, the U.N. Economic Com-
mission for Africa, the Africa De-
velopment Bank and the Global
Climate Observing System. It was
supported by the U.K. Department
for International Development and
NOAA in response to a focus on
climate and sustainable develop-
ment in Africa at the 2005 Group
of Eight (G8) summit meeting.

“Index insurance is a pretty expert-

intensive process right now,” Hell-
muth said, “so we wanted to cap-
ture some of the cases and give

information on how they were suc-

Insurance Tool Helps Farmers, Nations Manage Climate Change Risk. ..

cessful or not successful. And be-
cause we're a more technical insti-
tution, we wanted to show some
of the ways that climate science
and technology are being used in
practical applications.”

More information about IRl ( http://
portal.iri.columbia.edu/portal/
server.pt ) is available at the insti-
tute’

s Web site.

IRI Climate and Society Publica-
tions ( http://
portal.iri.columbia.edu/portal/
server.pt?

open=512&o0bjlD =219&parentna
me = CommunityPage&parentid =8
&mode =2&in_hi_userid =2&cache
d =true ) are available at the Insti-
tute’s Web site. Index Insurance
and Climate Risk: Prospects for
Development and Disaster Man-

Page 15

Weekly Special Report




